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The OId and Rare Collection of the Library, Presidency University, Kolkata, is a
reflection of the academic legacy and intellectual tradition of one of India’s oldest and
most prestigious institutions. Founded as Hindu College in 1817 and later renamed
Presidency College, the university has been at the forefront of modern education in India
and has played a central role in the Bengal Renaissance, the Indian freedom movement,
and the evolution of critical thought in South Asia.

Presidency has long been regarded as a cradle of excellence — a place where knowledge
was not only imparted but created and challenged. Over the past two icenturies, it has
nurtured a galaxy of scholars, thinkers, scientists, poets, and political leaders including
Henry Louis Vivian Derozio, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, ,AcharyaJagadish Chandra
Bose, Swami Vivekananda, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Prasanta, Chandra Mahalanbis,
Satyendra Bose, AmartyaSen, and many others who have“shaped India’s intellectual and
cultural life.

The Library of Presidency University has silently.witnessed this rich journey. It has
preserved within its walls thousands of {printed~works from the colonial and pre-
independence periods — works that, ‘ear, testimony to the scholarly pursuits of
generations past. These books, printed,frem*the 16th to the early 20th centuries, now
form the Old and Rare Collection.«These materials were once in regular use by students
and faculty of the time and now hold immense historical and academic value.

In order to preserve this. intellectual heritage for future generations, the library has
undertaken the task of, identifying,cataloguing and preserving these rare volumes.This
laborious and essential 'work has been undertaken by the Library over the past decade,
following the historic, transformation of Presidency from a college into a university in
2010.

With¢grenewed “institutional support and a vision for scholarly access, the library
undertook+a comprehensive review and segregation of old materials under the guidance
of Prof. Swapan chakraborty and Mrs. Swagata Mukherjee. Books published up to the
year 1947 were segregated as part of the Old and Rare Collection, in recognition of their
historical and academic importance.

This work has been conducted with care and dedication by the library staff who, have
examined each title individually and prepared accurate bibliographic entries to aid
researchers and historians. This initiative is not only a documentation effort but also a
tribute to the university’s timeless legacy.



Thepresent volume (Bibliography of Selected Books from The Old and Rare Section)
lists only those titles from this collection that were published before the 20th
century.These books, numbering in hundreds, include works in Indian and foreign
languages (English, French, German), spanning a wide range of disciplines. Their fragile
condition and unique features make them invaluable for researchers in book history, print
culture, colonial studies, and more.

This catalogue contains entries of the books processed under the Old and Rare Section till
date. Accession numbers are assigned as AA and AS according to the availability of the
books in Arts and Science Library respectively.Entries are arranged first. aceording to
publication year and then alphabetically by title of the books and include, the‘following
bibliographic information:

a) Title

b) Statement of Responsibility (Author, Editor, Translator, €tc.

c) Place of Publication, d) Name of Publisher, e) Year of\Publieation,
f) Accession Number

An example of an entry in this catalogue is provided below:

1) A complete ftreatise on
electricity in theory and
practice : with original
experiments/ Tiberius Cavallo.-
3rded. London: C. Dilly, 1795.
v. 3. AS3486

The successful preparation and publication of this catalogue is the result of the collective
efforts and dedication of several individuals and teams. | wish to express my sincere
appreciation to Dr. SutapaChatterjee, Asst. Librarian and Mrs. KuheliDutta, Asst.
Librarian both serving as Section-in-Charge of the Old and Rare Book Section, for their
active involvement in the editorial process and their meticulous efforts in organizing and
refining the bibliographic entries.]| am also deeply grateful to Asst. Librarian,Dr.
RabishankarGiri and Asst. Librarian, Dr. B. Siva for their consistent support and
scholarly inputs.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to our Vice Chancellor, Prof. Nirmalya
Narayan Chakrabortyfor his support and encouragement, which have significantly
contributed to the shaping of this publication.



Special thanks are extended to all present and ex-staff members of the library, among
them a special mention to Mrs. Moumita Adak Dutta, Mr. Mrinmay Mukherjee,
Mr.TuhinDutta, Ms.Angana Majumdar,Mr.Prithwish Bhusan Banerjee, Mr.BadalMandi,
Mr.Amit Kumar Patra,Mr.SujitHaldar, Mr. Sk. Abdul Moorselim, Mr. Abhay Thakur,Mr.
IndrajitMajhi, Mr. Mizanoor Islam, Mr. SrikantaChaudhury and Ms. SushmitaBuskey for
their committed involvement in the identification, handling, and documentation of these
rare materials.

| also take this opportunity to thank the University Authorities for their support in
facilitating this important work, which reflects Presidency University’s enduring legacy
of academic excellence and preservation of intellectual heritage.

While every effort has been made to maintain the highest standards of accuracy and
consistency, any inadvertent errors remain the responsibility of the editorial team.
Suggestions for further improvement are welcome and will be gratefully received.

Date-11.07.25 Prof. TanujaMajumdar
Profa—n — Charge, Library services

Presidency University, Kolkata
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Year of Publication: 1600-1699



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
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Fables of Aesop and other eminent
mythologists:  with  morals and
reflections/ Roger L'Eftrange. —
London: R. Sare, 1669. AA1346

Mikrokosmos: a little description of the
great world / Peter Heylyn. — 4th ed.
Oxford: William Turner, 1629. AA459

Milton paradise regained/ John Milton;
edited by A. J. Wyatt. - London:
University Tutorial Press, 1671. 2
copies. AA629, AA630

Paradise lost: books Ill, IV/ John
Milton; edited by A. J. F. Collins and S.
E. Goggin. — London: University
Tutorial Press, 1671. AA384

Samson Agonistes/ John Milton; edited
by Edmund K. Chambers. — London:
Blackie, 1671. 2 copies. AA369,
AA370

The works of Francis Rabelais. —{s.1.}:
[s.n.], 1660. AAG39
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Accession Series: AA
Year of Publication:1700-1799



1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)
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A new Hebrew-English
lexicon.  London:  Samuel
Bagster, 1744. AA3607

A new pantheon/ Samuel
Boyse. London: 1. Newbery,
1764. AA1322

A short view of the profaneness
and immorality of the English
stage / Jeremy Collier. London:
Samuel Birt, 1738. AA474

An enquiry into the life and
writings of Homer/ Thomas
Blackwell.  London: [s.n.],
1735. AA1319

An essay on genius/ Alexander
Gerard. London: W. Strahan,
1774. AA4T3

An essay on the nature and
conduct of the passions and
affections / F. Hutcheson:
London: F. Darby &«.T.
Browne, 1728. AA4657

Anecdotes,  historical and
literary; or, a miscellaneous
selection  of. “curious and
striking ¢assages.- London:
Vernory1796. AA475

Cato_and-Laelius; or, essays on
old-age and friendship/ Marcus
Tullius Cicero. - New ed.
London: J. Dodsley, 1795. v. 1.
AAB56, v. 2. AA831

Characteristicks ~ of ~ men,
manners,  opinions,  times/
Anthony Ashley Cooper and
Earl of Shaftesbury. - 3rd ed.
[s.1.]: [s.n.], 1723. v. 1. AA4Q6,
v. 2. AA469, v. 3. AA4T2

10) Characteristicks ~ of ~ men,
manners,  opinions,  times/
Anthony Ashley Cooper and
Earl of Shaftesbury. - 5th ed.
Birmingham: John Baskerville,
1773. v. 1. AA468, v. 2
AA470, v. 3. AA4T1

11) Discourses concerning
government/ Algernon.Sidney.
London: A. Millar, 1763.
AA1344

12) First truths, .and the origin of
our opinions, explained: with
an enquiry into the sentiments
of... modern  philosophers/
translated by Pere Buffier,
London: J. Johnson, 1780. 2
copies. AA4732, AA4T89

13) History of Dekkan/ Jonathan
Scott. London: [s.n.], 1763. v.
2. AA1343

14) Institutes of Hindu law; or, the
Ordinances of Menu/
Government. Calcutta: [s.n.],
1794. AA405

15) Letters on the study and use of
history/ Henry St. John. - New
ed. London: T. Cadell, 1770.
AA5276

16) Memoir of a map of
Hindoostan; or, The Mogul
Empire/ James Rennell.
London: W. Bulmer, 1792.
AA1325

17) Memoirs of literature/ Michel
De La Roche. - 2nd ed.
London: R. Knaplock, 1722. v.
1-7. AA461- AA4GT
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18) Memoirs of literature/ Michel
De La Roche. - 2nd rev. ed.
London: R. Knaplock, 1723. v.
8. AA409

19) Northern  antiquities/  Paul
Henri Mallet. London: T.
Carnan, 1770. v. 1. AA1323, v.
2. AA1324

20) Oriental collections consisting
of original essays and
dissertations, translations and
miscellaneous papers;
illustrating the history and
antiquities, the arts, sciences,
and literature, of Asia. London:
Cadell & Davies, 1797. v. 1.
AA4492

21) Pastorals, epistles, odes, and
other original poems, with
translations ~ from  Pindar,
Anacreon, and Sappho/
Ambrose  Philips.  London:
Scolar Press, 1748. AA5526

22) The Bruce/ John-. Barbour.
London: A. MS., 1790. v. 1.
AA1271

23)The Bruce/. John Barbour.
London: “A. MS., 1790. v. 2.
AA1273,v.73. AA1270

24) The.canons of criticism and
glossary/ Thomas Edwards.
London: C. Bathurst, 1765.
AA1321

25) The letters of Pliny the consul/
William Melmoth. - 8th ed.
London: J. Dodsley, 1786. v. 1.
AA922 v. 2. AA818

26) The life of Henry Prince of
Wales/ Thomas Birch. London:
A. Millar, 1760. AA1320

27) The lighthouse at the end of the
world/ Jules Verne. London:
Devonshire Press, 1794,
AA2045

28) The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1759. v. 2. AA416, v. 3.
AA435, v. 4. AA444, v. 5.
AA443, v. 6. AA447, v. T.
AA446, v. 8. AA445, v. 9.
AA450, v. 10. AA454, v. 11.
AA455, v. 12. AA456, v. 13.
AA457

29) The . modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1760. v. 14. AA451, v. 15.
AA436, v. 16. AA43]1, v. 17.
AA428, v. 18. AA426, v. 19.
AA425, v. 20. AA424, v. 21.
AA423, v. 22. AA421, v. 23.
AA422, v. 24. AA452

30) The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1761. v. 25. AA453, v. 26.
AA440, v. 27. AA441, v. 28.
AA442, v. 29. AA434, v. 30.
AA433, v. 31. AA432, v. 32.
AA430, v. 33. AA429

31)The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1762. v. 34. AA415, v. 35.
AA439, v. 36. AA427, v. 37.
AA438

32) The modern part of an
universal history from the
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earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Oshorne,
1763. v. 38. AA417, v. 39.
AA449, v. 40. AA43T

33)The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1764. v. 41. AA448

34)The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1765. v. 42. AA420, v. 43.
AA419

35)The modern part of an
universal history from the
earliest accounts to the present
time. London: T. Osborne,
1766. v. 44. AA418

36) The oceana and other works of
James Harrington Efg/ John
Toland. London: A. _Millar,
1757. AA1345

37) The oriental _collections for
January, February, and March,
1798. London:[s.n.], 1798. v.
2. AA4493

38) The . poems of Ossian / James
Maepherson, tr. London: W.
Strahan, 1773. v. 1. AA543, v.
2. AA544

39)The poems of  William
Drummond of Hawthornden/
William Drummond. London:
J. Jeffery, 1790. AA791

40) The poetical works of John
Pomfret / John Pomfret.
London: George Bell, 1787.
AA4337

41)The Seir Mutagherin/ Seid-
gholam Hossein Khan.
Calcutta: R. Crambray, 17809.
AA1326

42) The Spectator. London: Mefs,
1788. v. 1. AA408

43) The works of Mr. Thomas
Otway/  Thomas Otway.
London: C. Bathurst, 1768. v.
1. AA2754, v. 2. AA2760, v. 3.
AA2738

44) The works <of  Rabert Burns/
Robert Burns.. = 2nd ed.
London: T. Cadell, 1787. v. 3.
AA1702
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1) A book for the beginner in Anglo-
Saxon/ John Earle. London:
Macmillan, 1877. AA1125

2) A book of golden deeds of all times
and all lands gathered and narrated
/ Charlotte M. Yonge. London:
Macmillan, 1885. AA4522

3) A book of precedence, the ordering
of a funerall/ edited by Frederick J.
Furnivall. London: Early English
Text Society, 1869. AA1252

4) A catalogue of the royal and noble
authors of England, Scotland, and
Ireland/ Horatio Walpole. London:
John Scott, 1806. v. 1. AAL1716, v.
2. AA1481, v. 3. AA1587, v. 4.
AA1149, v. 5. AA1717

5) A collection of farces and other
afterpieces, which are acted at the

Theatres Royal, Drury-lane,
Covent-garden.../ Inchbald.
Edinburgh: _ James.. Ballantyne,

1815. v. 1."/AA2566, v. 2. AA2573,
V. 6. AA2571,v. 7. AA2572

6) “A concise Anglo Saxon dictionary
for the use of students / John R.
Clark  Hall. London: Swan
Sonnenschein, 1894. AA4246

7) A concise dictionary of Middle
English from A.D. 1150 to 1580/
A. L. Mayhew & Walter W. Skeat.
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1888. 2
copies. AA2876, AA2978

8) A concise etymological dictionary
of the English language / Walter
W. Skeat. London: Oxford, 1882.
AA2868

9) A course of lectures on dramatic art
and literature/ Augustus William
Schlegel. London: Henry G. Bohn,
1846. AA225

10) A critical examination of the text of
Shakespeare, with remarks on his
language .and .. that of his
contemporaries, together with notes
on his plays.and poems / William
Sidney~. Walker. London: John
Russell Smith, 1860. 2 copies of v.
1. AA5873, AA5874. 2 copies of v.
2. AA5585, AA5586. 2 copies of v.
3./AA5587, AA5515

11) A dialogue against the feuer
pestilence/  William Bullein.
London: Early English Text
Society, 1888. Part 1. AA1509

12) A dictionary in English and
Bengali/ Ram Comul Sen. West
Bengal: Serampore press, 1834. v.
1. AA3551

13) A dictionary of archaic and
provincial words / James Orchard
Halliwell. London: John Russell
Smith, 1847. v. 1. AA4145

14) A dictionary of science, literature
and art / edited by W. T. Brande
and George W. Cox. London:
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Longmans, Green, 1866. v. 2.
AA4207

15) A dictionary of the Bengalee
language, in which the words are
traced to their origin, and their
various meanings given [/ W.
Carey. - 2nd ed. Serampore:
Mission Press, 1825. 3 copies of v.
1. AA4052, AA4055, AA4056

16) A dictionary of the Bengalee
language, in which the words are
traced to their origin, and their
various meanings given / W.
Carey. Serampore: Mission Press,
1825. 3 copies of v. 2, Part 2.
AA4053, AA4054, AA4057

17) A dictionary of the Bengalee
language/ W. Carey. Serampore:
Mission Press, 1827.3copies of v.
1. AA411, AA412, AA4L3

18) A discourse on truth / Richard
Shute. London: “Henry S. King,
1877. AA4591

19) A dissertation on the Epistles of
Phalaris with an answer to the
objections of the Hon. Charles
Boyle/ Richard Bentley. London:
W. M'dowall, 1816. AA3210

20) A dissertation: on the quantity of
bullion and coined money in the
ancient  world/  W.  Bulmer.
London: W. Bulmer, 1806. v. 7.
AA4607

21) A famous forgery: the story of
"The Unfortunate" Doctor Dodd/
Percy Fitzgerald. London: C.
Whiting, 1865. AA2219

22) A fifteenth-century courtesy book/
edited by R. W. Chambers.
London: The Early English Text
Society, 1814. AA1751

23) A gazetteer/ Edward. Thornton.
Delhi: Neeraj Pub., 1858. AA2874

24) A grammar ‘of the Anglo-Saxon
tongue: from the Danish of
Erasmus Rask/ Benjamin Thorpe. -
2nd. ed. London: Trubner, 1865.
AA5268

25)A grammar of the Bengalee
language/ W. Carey. Serampore:
Mission Press, 1818. AA414

26) A grammar of the Sungskrit
language: composed from the
works of the most esteemed
grammariane/ W. Carey.
Serampore: Mission Press, 1806.
AA4058

27) A group of Hindoo stories / edited
by Anaryan. London: W. H. Allen,
1881. AA4496

28) A guide to British and American
novels / Percy Russell. London:
Digby, 1895. AA3011
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29) A guide to English composition; or
one hundred and twenty subjects
analysed/  Ebenezer  Coloham
Brewer. - 2nd ed. London:
Longman, Brown, Green, and
Longmans, 1853. AA5267

30) A guide to the study of nineteenth
century authors/ Louise Manning
Hodgkins. Boston: D. C. Heath,
1893. AA1369

31) A hand book of Greek sculpture/
Ernest Arthur Gardner. London:
Macmillan, 1896. AA3431

32) A hand book of sculpture ancient
and modern / Richard Westmacott.
Edinburgh: Adam and Charles
Black, 1864. AA3434

33) A handbook of architectural styles/
A. Rosengarten, translated. by W.
Collett- Sandars. London:
Chapman and Hall; 1876." AA3500

34) A history..of architecture in all
countries from the earliest times to
the present day/ James Fergusson. -
3rd “ed. London: John Murray,
1893. v. 1. AA4074, v. 2. AA4073

35) A history of architecture; in all
countries, from the earliest times to
the present day / James Fergusson.
- 2nd ed. London: John Murray,
1874. v. 2. AA2864

36) A history of art in ancient Egypt /
Georges Perrot and  Charles
Chipiez; translated by Walter
Armstrong London: Chapman and
Hall, 1883. v. 1. AA4157, v. 2.
AA3539

37) A history of Elizabethan literature/
George  Saintsbury.  London:
Macmillan, 1887. AA3012

38) A history of England: principally in
the seventeenth .century/ Leopold
VVon Ranke.Oxford: Clarendon,
1875. v. 1. AA4985

39) A history of English dramatic
literature/ Adolphus William Ward.
London: Macmillan, 1875. v. 1.
AA1471

40) A history of English dramatic
literature/ Adolphus William Ward.
London: Macmillan, 1875.
AA1477

41) A history of English literature, in a
series of biographical sketches/
William Francis Collier. London:
T. Nelson, 1871. AA1382

42) A history of Greek philosophy:
from the earliest period to the time
of Socrates / translated by E.
Zeller. London: Longmans, Green,
1881. v. 2. AA4686
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43) A history of philosophy: with
especial reference to the formation
and development of its problems
and conceptions/ Dr. W
Windelband. New York:
Macmillan, 1893.2 copies.
AA5032, AA5033

44) A history of Roman literature /
Charles Thomas Cruttwell. - 2nd
ed. London: Neill, 1878. AA2431

45) A household book of English
poetry/ Richard Chenevix Trench.
London: Macmillan, 1868.
AA4426

46) A Laodicean; or the castle of the de
stancys / Thomas Hardy. London:
William Clowes, 1890. AA2345

47) A Latin dictionary/ Charlton.T.
Lewis and Charles Short.“London:
Oxford, 1880. AA3636

48) A life. “of. St. Katharine of
Alexandria/. . “John Capgrave.
London: _Early English Text
Society, 1893. AA1510

49) A manual Canarese and English
dictionary /  John  Garrett.
Bangalore:  Wesleyan  Mission
Press, 1845. AA4229

50) A manual of English literature/
Thomas Arnold. London:

Longmans, Green, 1862.2 copies.
AA1994, AA2135

51) A manual of English prose
literature/ William Minto. London:
William Blackwood, 1872.
AA1373

52) A manual of family medicine and
hygiene for India / William.Moore.
- 6th ed. London:J.. & A.
Churchill, 1893. " AA4008

53) A manual of photography / Robert
Hunt. London: John Joseph Griffin,
1853. AA4240

54)A manual of practical hygiene/
Edmund A. Parkes. - 5th ed.
London: J and A Churchill, 1878.
AA3605

55) A manual of Roman antiquities /
William Ramsay. London: John J.
Griffin, 1851. AA4243

56) A manual of the diseases of India /
W. J. Moore. London: John
Churchill, 1861. AA4035

57) A memoir of Charles Mordaunt
earl of  Peterborough  and
Monmouth: with selections from
his  correspondence/ George
Warburton. London: Longman,
Brown, Green, and Longmans,
1853. v. 1. AA5395
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58) A middle-English  dictionary:
containing words used by English
writers from the twelfth to the
fifteenth century/ Francis Henry
Stratmann.  Oxford: Clarendon,
1891. AA4990

59) A midsummer-night's dream /
edited by Charles E. Moberly.
London: [s.n.], 1881. AA2482

60) A midsummer-night's dream: with
introduction and notes / edited by
K. Deighton. London: Macmillan,
1891. AA5678

61) A millionaire of rough-and-ready;
and Devil's Ford/ Bret Harte.
London: F. V. White, 1887.
AA2342

62) A new dictionary of the English
language/  Richardson Charles.
London: Bell and Daldys, 1867. v.
2. AA3442

63) A _new... general biographical
dictionary/.. Hugh James Rose.
London:.B. Fellowes, 1853. v. 11.
AA525

64) A new history of painting in Italy
from the second to the sixteenth
century / J. A. Crowe & G. B.
Cavalcaselle. London: John
Murray, 1864. v. 1. AA2870, v. 2.
AA3433

65) A new translation of Aristotle's
Rhetoric/ John Gillies. London: A.
& R. Spottiswoode, 1823. AA2499

66) A new variorum edition of
Shakespeare: as you like it/
William Shakespeare; edited by
Horace Howard Furness.
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott,
1890. v. 8. AA5622

67) A new variorum_edition of
Shakespeare: the.tempest/ William
Shakespeare; . edited by Horace
Howard Furness. Philadelphia: J.
B. Lippincott, 1892. v. 9. AA5623

68)A “noble queen: a romance of
Indian history/ Meadows Taylor.
London: C. Kegan Paul, 1878. v. 1.
AA3681, v. 2. AA3738, v. 3.
AA3664

69) A pageant and other poems /
Christina G. Rossetti. London:
Macmillan, 1881. AA323

70) A painter's camp in the highlands,
and thoughts about art/ Philip
Gilbert Hamerton. London:
Macmillan, 1862. v. 1. AA2887, v.
2. AA2886

71) A philosophical treatise on the
nature and constitution of man/
George Harris. London: George
Bell, 1876. v. 1. AA3991, v. 2.
AA4563
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72) A philosophical treatise on the
passions/ T. Cogan. Boston: Wells
& Lilly, 1821. AA5195

73) A popular account of discoveries at
Nineveh/ Austen Henry Layard.
London: John Murray, 1852.
AA4086

74) A practical explanation of the
elements of architecture for the use
of drawing academies and
mechanics' institutions with seven
engravings / Geo. Smith, Architect.
London: Daniel Lizars, Edinburgh,
1827. AA2894

75) A primer of psychology/ Edward
Bradford Titchener. New York:
Macmillan, 1898. AA5173

76) A progressive drawing book/ Philip
H. Delamotte. London: Macmillan,
1869. AA3511

77)A romance. of the nineteen
Century/. W. H. Mallock. London:
Chatto~and. Windus, 1881. v. 1.
AA3205,v. 2. AA3206

78) A rudimentary and practical
treatise ~ on  perspective  for
beginners; simplified for the use of
juvenile students and amateurs in
architecture, painting also adapted
for schools and private instructors /
George Pyne. - 2nd ed. London:
Architectural Library, 1849.
AA2980

10

reader/
Oxford,

79) A second Anglo-Saxon
Henry Sweet. London:
1887. AA1197

80) A second series of Fleet Street
eclogues/ John Davidson. London:
John Lane, 1896. 2 copies.
AA1669, AA1670

81) A select collection of old.plays /
edited by Isaac Reed.and Octavius
Gilchrist. London: . Septimus
Prowett, 1825. v..2.. AA2607, v. 3.
AA2603,. v. 4. AA2601, v. 5.
AA2606, v. 6. AA2600, v. 7.
AA2598, v. 8. AA2602, v. 9.
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